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SNOB RUNES BARE oO 


4A Committeemen -= A Force for Democracy 


| 
| 
These are times when cherished beliefs are being put | 

to test. Grimly efficient dictatorshivs, in their onverd | 
march, constantly slander the ability of liberty-loving 
democracies to act quickly and efficiently. In AA, we have | 
an opportunity to show that democracies can match totalitar-| 
ian efficiency and at the same time preserve human liberties, 
i 

[ 

| 

j 


An outstanding examnle of efficient democratic onsr- 
ation in the United States today is the work of the AAA 
farmer=committeemen, More than 100,000 county and community 
committeemen are elected yearly by their neighbors to super= 
vise locally the far-reaching conservation work of the Asa 
Farm Program. Farmers have never before had this means of 
rapidly getting information about agriculture and the situs-; 
tions affecting it. In terms of agricultural preparedness 
alone, this efficiency is obvious. 


in cur information work, we can point out the force | 
for democracy revresented b the farm recommitteenen. News 


i 
stories and radio programs on the A\A Farm Program, and | 
educational work in general, , Will gain in v “in value if this j 
Wdemocracy in action" feature is Stress Seb... 

Rawinisbrator Ro M, vans said recently: "Triple-A 
is not something way off in Washington, but something very 
close to the soil, Triple-A consists of farmers working 
out their own problems throush Federal vower given them by 
Congress, to be used for the good of agriculture ani for 


the good of the Nation. I think it 1s | perfect exoression 
of our democracy at work for the people, 


"In these trying days when the world is disturbed 
with war and upheaval, when the United States is exerting 
every effort to maintain its democracy, I believe the farm 
ororam is one of ovr most important instruments to help 
farmers play their vart in maintaining the fundamental 
orinclples of cur Nation." 
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aps on Coaing Events 
and Develooments in AAA 
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Com dttee Blections =~ In regions where community und county committee elections 
Have not been held, State Offices should continue to stress the need of ali 
participating farmers casting their ballots, County offices should be encourared 
to stinulate intcrest in the committee elections. States may point out that 
adsinistration of the AAA Farm Prograr represents “democracy in action." 


Crop Insurance «= ,ugust 31, closing date for insuring winter wheat, is now 

Say a matter of record, The next date to keep circled on the crop insurance 
calendar is Pe ubhoce 28, 1941, deadline for insuring spring wheat. Each State 
will have the opportunity to map out a spring wheat insurance educational program 
far in advance, ond plan to release the bulk of the informational material 

during the slack winter period. 


Closing Dates -- States which have closing dates on the 1940 AAA Program 
coming up soon should make certain that adequate publicity is civen throuch 
press and radio, insuring that farmers will complete their 1940 practices 
by the deadline date. These are the closing dates: North Central serion: 
September 305 Northeast “e-ion, October 31, and "lorth Carolina, October 31, 
SOUTHERN RACION? Alebami, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, “ississippi, 
Okiuhoma, South Carolina, ‘ovenber 30; Texas, October 31 and November 30; 
Florida, December 31. “WESTERN RUGION: Californic, sucust 31; Kansas, 
veptember "303 Colorado,:Idaho, Montana, Nortn Dakota, October 313° :yoming; 
November 15; liew Mexico, Oregon, vashington, November 303 Arizona, Nevada, 
December 31; Utuh, October 31 and December 31. 


State Handbooks for 19L1 -~ Refions are planning to distribute handbooks for 
the 194] Prorram on a State basis, 


Defense Comnittees =-- New York State, Wassachusetts and Pennsylvania have set 
up state defense committees to work with AAA in conducting educatlonal prorrams 
on national defense, and are so set up that they will be available in other 
canacities in any tine of emerrency. This will no doubt afford special oppor- 
tunities for information work in states having such committees. ; 
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National Defense -~ A story that may click right now with many editors of 
arm magazines and Sunday magazine sections 1s one explaining that your State 
and the Nation are well prepared from an agricultural standpoint for any 
enerrency, The lead might cuote from 1917 newspaper files when farmers were 
being exhorted to plant bigger crops for "Food ill Vin the Jar." From that 
lead, the story could move to a quote from a recent AAA statement, "There Shall 
be No Hunger Here", pointing out adequate supplies of food now on hand, As 
the article develons, it could emphasize that even thourh American farms produce 
more efficiently than ever before, conservation farming under the AAA insures 
farms beinr kept in good condition despite heavy production, Some factors 
responsible for apriculture's gains should be mentioned, such as: T“ducaticnal 
rk of AAA an d Extension Service, farm technology, conservation practices, 
the iver-Normai Granary, federal crop insurance, federal marketing assistance, et 
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ri. sct Cores wee 2h ~w Few States have developed fully the possibiliity of 
preparing auure stories for leading Rawspapere arc farm mag gazines on the 
unique Goh orc ttectan method of administering the AAA Farm Program, 
These stories could emphasize that thie represents “democracy in action", 
fiving farmers equal voiee in running agricultural sffairs of our country. 
They could point out, aiso, that county and comminity comtitteemen of your 
state, as well as over 100,000 in the Nation, comprise a strong or Sabet? 
which alds agricultural preparedness. The ability of farnmer- -committeane: 

to administer the AAA program efficlently has won for agriculture the 

' reaged respect of the Nation. 


Renee Program -- Every ranch operator will understand an article which 
shows the "dollars snd cents" value of the AAA Ranee Conservation Progran. 
The story should stress the fact that improved grass and water resources 
mean e better stabilized Livestock industry. Deferred pragzing and better 
livestock ubilization as a result of improved water Biers means iiaproved 
calf and lamb crops; calves weigh more at weaning time; lambs are heavier, 
and may mean production of market lambs rather than feeder lambs; mors wool 
from ewes; dry ewes and cows fatter in fall: insurance against climatic 
fluctuations, which may mean the difference “bebwean being able to hold 
livestock over winter in a bed year or being forced to sell off many head 
in the fall, In most range states thers are specific examples of stocknen 
who have "cashed in" on improved grass and water resources, 


Corn Resea ling om. Comn resealing will be well enough along to permit swmary 
stories pointing out the amount of Apne Caan on made sossible by riaing corn 
prices, and protection piven by PeS@aL IN. The hoe market has recently 

been very responsive to effects of loan and adjustment programs, An effective 

county story maisht cite the example of an individual farmer -- how and why 

he reduced farrowlngs, contrast between what he got for hors in the spring 
and in fall of 1940, and the total effect on his income of the corn loan 

and improved hog oricses. It is possible that figures on this could be worked 

up on State basis. 


weoding Conserve tion Farmer -- There's an onportunity for counties te Orenare 
local feature stories on the “Leading conservation farmer." The county 

comm’ t bee mi cht have to make some sort of arbitrary selection, taking inte 
consideration the nercentave of total cron land in "pol i-conservingioeet an 
Other possibilities include stories on farmers vho used the most Lime or 
phosphate, who seeded the larcest winter cover crop acreare, ete, 


arn storace on cees of both wheat and corn srowera in building up an 
Ever-Hormai =: on their oun farms through farm storave of theese comnmoli- 

vies is worthy of newspaver soace. stories should ermhastize the fact thet 
even thous weather conditions in Many areas were severe Last winter, corn 
tad wheat came throuch with very little loss due to vyroper handling and 
frequent inspections made by the .oui,and remains in food condition. 
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 Hiscellaneous 
Infovmetional Tins 
When Winter Gomes -- Farmers in practically every State novmally have & 


winter slack season wnen they have fewor dutles end more time Lox Listening 
40 the radio and. reacing. Valuable educational work canbe done during 
those weeks, State office efforts probably will be “better Jigested" then 
8% any other time, Plans can be outlined now for gatherine bachkeraund 
materiai, and getting it into shape for release, 


National Defensa -- Newspaper readers are so interested today in sews about 
war and weblonal defense that von-of=theemill avicultural conservation 

stories may easily be shoved to one side by the editor. To be cortein of 
move ready ieee AAA stories should incersorate “agr 


Y “evicaltural ore< 
paredness" and ‘“denocracy in action" angles whenever such treatmeat ts 
Justified, 


ar 
a UIC Letters ~~ The Federal Crop Incurance Corporntion will assist state 


offices in prevaring letters on the ero ingurance esp Materials 
available includes Letterhead stocle, crop insurance form letters ready for 
mailing, and nimeograph stencils readyecut with certoons iilustrating 
Gron insurance practices, i 


Aid Summary in Feir Cateloys -- Arkansas has discovered the possibility 
of getting coun ney “fair t boa ards to insert brief information On the As. 

dn their county fair catalogs. the §Sradley County Livestock Show aud 
County Fair, to be held October 16 end 17, issued a catalog containing 

en interesting summary of the program, as prevared by the county commlites, 
The gubline concludes with an invitation to the nublic to visit the county 
effice and "talk your problems over vith us." It's laste in the season for 
this sort of thing now, but state offices might keen the sussestion in 
ming for possible future use, 


Soil-Building week -- The Georgia State AAA Office set aside the week of 
Seotember ¢ = id a ae @& time for special emohasis on the need for conserving 
end res toring seil fertility and the part played by farmers in netional 
defenses, A festure of the "Soi1-Bud laing Veek," was a series of onc-day 
educational meetings for county and community cemmitteemen, Bartow County, 
Ceorgia, wes sélected as the outetanding county in the state in seile 
building work, farmers having earned 92 vercent of es county's soile 
building allowence, Burke County was tamed second, with 91 sercent of bh 
allowance earned, ‘This sounds like an excellent way ‘to focus oublic 
attention on the value of AAA soll conservation, Many other stabes mi cht 
be able to successfully hold a "Soil-2uilding Yeek," accommanied by special 
meetings and selection of an outstanding conservation eoun.tar, 
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AA‘ and Vocational. Agriculture <~ States in the East Central Region are 
inviting cooperation of vocational agriculture teachers in using = il 
bulliding practieos for class projects, Suggested projects include cover 
crops, “forestry, pastures, and soil-conserving crops such as alfalia, red 
clover, legume aml grass mixtures, It is believed that young farm people 
wLil have better knowledge of conservation aims of the AAA Fara Prorrera 

if, in their vocational agriculture work, they carry out as projects some - 
of the actual practices set up under the program, In the Northeast Region, 
Pennsylvania has en office assistant who spends a good part of his time work- 
ing with vocational groups in schools, 


Crop Insurence Leaflet -- State offices desiring leaflets on the crop insurance 
program as it applies to their orm states ore offered assistance by the Federal 
Crop Insurance Corporation, States may either prepare the full text of the 
leaflet and illustrate it with their own pictures, or they may request that: 
FCIC develop the material for them. Printing of the leaflets will be done in 
Washington, 


Crop Insurmece Uovie -- ‘ork 1s progressing well on the crop inéurance movies 
which FCIC hopes to release to state offices in Kodacreme 16 mm, sive late 
this fall or early in the winter. 


Defense Mats --- Michigan is releasing a series of news mats on the farmer and 
national defense. Pictures are planned so as to "translate dry statistics 
into human terms that meon much more than columns of ficures," Recent oxanplea;s 
Two-column mat. shows low-angle picture of 2 sacks of wheat resting on rack, 
outlined against sky. One sack is full and represents J. S. wheat production 
and carryover this year. Other sack only part full and represents U, 5. 
coneumption. Seated between two sacks, eating wheat bread sandwich and dangi- 
ing legs over edge of rack, is attractive 4-year old giri. Legend explains 
significance of two aacke of wheat, and concludes: "Beverly Kay and ail 

other American cirls and boys are protected against want and famine by the 
Ever-Hormal Granary feature of the AAA Farm Program,” 


Special News Mats -- The division of information can help state offices prapare 
special mats. Example of this service: last Central Region is carrying on @ 
campaign to get farmers to plant more winter cover crops, and wanted to show 
the extent of this practice in each state, A division of Information artis 
prepared a map of each state, shaded to show counties Leading in cover orepe . 
average counties and deficient-counties; Maps were made into news nats Mia 
explanatory legend and heading, such as, "Virginia Needs More Cover Crops! 
These are said to be meeting excellent reception among sast central newspapers. 


Sug sotions for Radio 
Programs in the States 


Harvest Brogdcasts ~~’In the fall, "when the frost 1s on paniin and oi 
fodder’s in the shock," there's a good opportunity for radio progrems telling 
what the AAA Farm Program means ab haxvost time. Your script can point out 
some of the factors which helped to make the season more suose te 
might otherwise have been ~~ improved soil through conservation praccices, 


guxvanteed wheat crop through federal crop insurance, supported prices through 
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Grop loans, increased supplies of fecd as 2. result of more grasses and 
'lepunes, better water supplies for osrly {211 gracing ae a result of more 
ponds, tanks, ete. 


On Hadig Techni que--Good vadio presentation demounds cloee editing of the 
script. In our haste; we gometimes overlook this fact. We know ve can's 
apply the sane editing rules to radio copy that we anply to news copy; 80, 
we're prone to lot it stand pretty much av written. he best radio editing 
gccompanieos rehearsal. Many participants misplace the emphasis in a sentence 
beenuse the sentence is constructed wrong ~~ wrong for their particular uve, 
thet is. And misplaced emphacsia is probabiy the moat sommon fault in broed= 
casting from seript. By aditing during rehearsal, wea een put the “emphasia 
words" where they belong. For people who insist oa stressing uninmortant 
words, avoid ending sentences with "of it," "for them," and suchlike. Also 
eit for time instead of letting your man try to speed up or slow down. Vary 
his speed for effect, not for time. And edit for the person broadcasting. 
Even if the piece loose like natural talk-lengunge on pancr, it may net suit 
your maz, When hs civers it, he my sound as if he's putting on sirs. Re=- 
heeresivediting can fix that. Few person: cnn cet evey with thie sort of stais= 
ment for example: “Ladies and gentlenen, let us work -- let us work thig year 
and. next year and every year, toward the goal which we have established." 

What he renlly means, and what sowds most natural, is: "Folks, we've pot a 
pig Job to dow Lat's get at it, and keep at 1% unthi it's done. 


Sumery of Recent 
Important Publications 


(Considerable informational mitericl pertaining to the AAA Tarn Progran 
cores to the desks of State office Assistents and oxtension editors each week. 
We hope this new feature of the AMA Information Calendar will helo point out 
recent publications of wrasual value and suggest their possible use). 


More Apundant Wildlife Through the WA Program—G-100, dune 190, Printed. 
Leefies illustrated with attractive photographs. Tells how the AM program, 
through conservation practices, increnses wildlife cover end food supply. Yor 
distribution to sportnen’s groups, students, others interested in vildlife 
conservationy 


Con We Use Our Cotton at Home?t--June, 1940. Mfteon-page printed bulletin 
@pleaiaing cobton situation, Valuable as background for news articles, radio 
prograns, genoral talce, Hxcellent discussion of surplus problem, touching 
on othar comodities besides cotton. 


Questions and Ansyors About the Ai Vorm Progran--June 1940. Forty-three , 
mimsographed pages of questions and answois on the AAA Form Program. Moat 
complete compilation of typical questions and thelr anawers ever ‘prepared by 
the AAA Division of Information. Nandy for use at farmer-businessman meetings , 
ji preparing Lonflets, in answering inquiries, and for goneral informational 
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Froblom, G93, oublished ia Yd anuary 1939; bringing wheat information wo te 
dete. This orinted lertlet should x6 in the hounds of every vhact Power 
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dmorice, Bas Chos hosen--duly 1940. Gen-page nineoeranhed co: oy of address by Robert 
lonte: LOTLBLY » , Profassor of Reonomics, University i. Toxng, before Netdione AAA 
Conference, agh ington, De Ges July 11, 1940. A highly ins scing anolysie 
of the antion's needs 47 ve are to preserve our denoera the | ts of lifes. Valushie 
for reference and quote tlon. 

° 
Miprotory Laborsanuyprast LOUO. Four-pave mneozrenhed statement vrepared by AAA 
Vivislon of Information. shoving how Avrioul tural Adjustnens Administration 4 


Coopearaclag in the solution of the migratory fern Labor probvbien. Velushle for 
reforance snd cuotation. 
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fhe Morning of Total Defonse--Auvust 1940, Seven=nnee atimeorrephed eo py of 
B6etenent by Keri | Olsen on the rise of Haz Gernany, ceserintion of tetal war 
end ovinion on what America mast do in Line of defense. Tho prticle throvs 


fmt 
on how farmers and all other citizens may help Americn's pronarsdnass. Tased on 


ese | 


AR vagy) 
iw. Olsen's first hand observstions, nines dur mse recent travels in Horone. 
Valuable for reference and quotation. 


Cotober Pho otorranhic 
Onner fonits ies 


Committocnen--Stite offices ean help ous aceoss the tact that slection 
of a former to the county comuttes, and especinily to the chairmanship, 
maces him worthy from -. news val ue _stondnoint of «1 nieture in the Local 
paper. in some states there my be an opportunity te eccure pictures of 
all county; committee cheirnon ai work them into a layout for use in a 
heeding dally caper or farm magagine. 


Mattress Hoking--If fecture storics ere prevared on the nottressemaking 
Rrorram, ILesures showing stages of mam ufacture in the commmnity work=- 
ghons will enhance their appeal. A series of four such pictures was 


used effectively in a recent newspaper Gisvlay ia the Southern Region. 


Conservation / Preotices=-Sesdine of winter Legumes and other cover crops, 
pes bure y paseadin:, | “apple tion of lime and phosphate, end terracing are 
Listed pmoneg : conservation practices avaliable for cmnerauen during October. 


Harvest Ssengs--0c to ver otters axeellont ommortunity for taking victures 
ar af general | horvest scenes. Such ho tozranhs often are handy for Linus 
troting effectively the Bver-llormal Granary iden. Somebimes thoy Pili a 
need ee giving “farm atmospheres" to conservation display panels. Cotton 
stetes will find October « gaod month weue taining victures ef cotton 
harvestin=s and winning. ‘the file of cotton nictares In Yashiascton is 
denleted, end state offices my he ins to helm restock 1¢ with new 
anteriol 
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Foirs ond Vestivola--If you're gethering a set of conservation practice 
. pictures to submit to a lerze nersonper for rotogravure use, don'*s 

| forget that an AAA exhibit with - lot of neoslo insenecting 14 is selfe 
evidence of nublic interest in the vrogran. Good idea, clso, %o have 

| na few genornrl pictures of fairs and festivals in the files. You mey 
find use for them later. 


Livestoeis-~Sentember end October are nerketineg nonths for feeier catilsa. 
Raryre nroas offer vossible nictures showing livestoc!: being driven to 
shinning noints, londed, morseted at sale rings in rural torms or sAL09 
being ado to buyere visiting renee cron. Arrivel of feeder cattle at 
Corn Beit fendlots miso offers vocsibilities. Such nictures may have 
future velue for use as deelceround material. 


Soeaches and 
Meetings 


Beast Centrel Revlon--Meetings will be held throuvshous Burley and dar: 
tobacco areas vreliminery to unrketing quota referenduns in November. 
Leading formers, state office reprasentatives, and representatives of the 
Washington office will snvenk at mectings and on the rndic. Tennessee 
will begin a neeting series late in October, with AAA lesders and the 
extension service particinating. Vates end pleces wi.11 be announced 
Inter for talks on Burley ond dark tobacco eituations to be given by 

| MAK officials. Virginie will hold district educational meetins on 

the 2942 Progven. 


Northeest Reelon--New Jorsey will hold a statewide messing of AAA 
worlzers in October to discuss the 1942 procran, which will include 
diseussion of problems of sgricultwre in defense. Other Now Jersey 
farn orgrmninations will coonernte with AAS in the defense meetin. 
Regional, strte and county mectines and demonstrations will be held 

in October in connection with the cotton mattress wrogren. A. i, 
Manchester, Northeast director, will continue a series of radio 
brondeasts on opriculture in defence over the Colonicl Network, Roston, 
October Ll. 


North Central Recion--A series of state meetings is plinnned fox the 
Latter p-rt of October, to discuss listing procedure to he used in 
determining 1941 allotments. Seerctary of Agriculture Claude Vickard, 
Assistent Secretrry Grover Hil], acd AAA Administrotor Re 1. Eyens may 
have speaking engazenents in the revion, dates to be arranged. 


Southern Revion-~-Some strtes will bo holding county meetings on the 
Le Prograne 


Western Rerion-~Sone states will be holding county mectings on the 
WU provrane In the Southern Great Plains, stnte and loenl meetings 
are being held to worl: out locrl wind erosion control prograns within 
the linits of the ncetional svecial county docket. Strte committees 
will hnve the inforustion on this. 
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Lavelopments in the 
| Commodity Programs 


“heat -- Commodity loans on wheat, barley and rye will continue, In 
z nany areas, October will be an active month for seeding winter wheat. 
Good opportunity for a news story swumarizing results of 1941 wheat 

‘ signuy in winters wheat States, 


, Gorn -- Corn loan liouidation and resealing will continue in corn. 
counties during October, The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1928 
} provides for announcement of 6 new corn loan rate about November 15, 


Cotton -- County offices will be working on 1941 farm allotments for 
cotton, Coston loan and narketing quota vrograms heve been announced, 


Tobacco == The flue-cured tobacco marketing season will reach its 
, climax during October and November, with sales in the Eastern Bright 
Belt, Middle Belt end Old Belt, Referendum on marketing quotes for 
Burley and dark tobacco will be helé in November, Gounty offices will 
be working on 1941 farm allotments. 
4 


Other -~ (Note for Oregon, Washington, California, Idaho, Michigan) 
Purchase orogran to encourage production of Austrian winter nea and 
hairy vetch seed. will be continued in 1941, See sept. 7 press release, 
Onsortunity to stress (1) new income croo, (2) increased and stabilized 
| seed market developed, and (3) increased and stabilized supply of seed 
develoned, County offices will be working on 1941 farm allotnents for 
peamits, rice, potatoes and vegetables, 


Soil-Building 
Program Developments 


Practices -- In some states, farmers atill have opportunity to carry 
cut coil-buildirg practices and receive 1940 credit. Nast Central: 
Terracing, application of shosphate and liming material, and seeding 
of winter legumes and other winter cover crovs. 


Northeast: The 1940 proyram closes October 31, giving farmers oppor- 
tunity for a month os soilebuilding work, Dates of the conservation 
materials program are announced as Sevtember 15, 1940 to July 31, 1941. 


orth Central; Farmers will begin carrying out soilebuilding orectices 

that will earn vayments in 1941, any types of seedings, tree=planting 
| and gathering of tree nuts for vlenting next spring, and various culéi-~ 
. vation practices will be carried out. Limestone ordered before 
seotember 1 under conservation materials program but not received before 
Sentember 20 will earn 1940 program credit 1f aonlied curing October, 


Southern; Principal soil-building practice will be the nlanting of 

winter legumes, Important also will be application of line and ‘phosphate, 
both to pastures end land on which winter legumes ere being grown, 
Terracing and seeding permanent pasture will be principal cractices during 


following month of November, 
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Western: Seeding will. be the principal soil-building practice, 


including seeding of crested wheat grass in the Pacific Northwest, and 
winter and cover crops. Others include fertiligation practices, fall 


and winter listing, and Leaving sorghum stalks as cover. 


In mmy states, checking of perforrmnce with the 1940 
In others it will be nearing completion. 
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AGRICULTURE'S PROGRESS- 1932-1939 
VALUE OF FARM 


c{} FARM CASH INCOME 


¥1Q02% [6 69% 


The illustrations shown above portray strikingly the progress toward 
complete recovery made by agriculture during the last seven years. They are 
suitable for use singly or in combination. State offices should find them 
helpful in illustrating various types of publications. 
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| The illustrations, as prepared, show progress of agriculture on a 
| national basis. They may be revised easily to fit State conditions. 
| 
j 


Suggested uses of the "pictographs" include: 

(1) Enlargement to wall chart size for use in meetings, especially 
farmer-businessman meetingse 

(2) Illustrating State office letters or news letters. 

(3) Envelope enclosures. 

(4) Incorporation into filmstrips. 

(5) Distribution in news mat form to newspapers. 


Extra copies of this page, in limited number, may be obtained from the 
regional office or the Division of Information, AAA, Washington, D.C. 
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